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SUMMARY: Racardly the City hes experencad & surga in dog hites and dop
attacke ansing from dogs ranning al larme. Stetistics show teat unaltered doga are
more likaly to bite than altered doge.  The dog at groalzst sk for bitng 2 en unaltered
male beswean the ages of 18 and 35 manths thet is running Iease or s tied up, followed
oy unalbered fermales. Statistics alsa show that rmare than 90% of human fatdiles from
o bites ware caused by unaliered dogs. Over T0% of the viclims &l dog hites ars
chidran and 25% e° all hormecwner inaura=za daims inwalwe doky hites.,

Since 2008, the Clty has filad & pafitions to declare & don dangarous pursuant o
Hollistar My nicipal Gode Chapter 613, Of those, & owners 2ppealed the Ciby's doecslon
ta the Superiar Seart, Thoss appesla raguira trias hat averags ona-hs f day, and
whirh réguire the testimony of Animel Ceetred staffl nd victim witneeses. Two other
doas we re sumenidared befora five Sity fled the paperwork bo initale the dangarous dog
prace3s. OfFthe 11 dogs deerned dangeroua, 10 (1%) weeg gl bulls. Excapd in oe
situation, aach of thess cases Invalved Injuriea to adults or #Wjurles 1, or daath of,
cormeelic animais.

In addition, Anltnal Cantral hea aesr an increase Intha volume o’ stiray 2740
sbandoned Chihuaauas. Recantly, for tha first 1ime inabout 20 years, Animal Candrol
has had 1o euthanze unadopted Chihuamdas,

I 2008 Hellistor An' nas Cantrol provided intake services to 768 dogs within the
city limis.  |miake $ervice incluces contiscation, cisposa’ of dead animals,
euthanizailon requestec, ownar surmender, and gtrays. Pibulls sccountad for 18% (141
dags) ¢ all Intake eandzes; Ghikuahuss acsourntes for 23% of all Inteks sarvices.

STATE LAW REGLULATIONS

Stata law prohitéts a city ar sounty from edepdng potentally dargarous ar vidoue
dog requlaticns that as: breed-specific. Thel is, Hellister can regulate dangeaus dogs
as it dogs in Chapler 6,13, but it carnot kel 2y one breed as infwrently dangerous or
vicious.




In additloxn, the Legislalun: in 2005 edopted the following firdings [Healty &
Safety Code 122330):

&, Jncontrolled and imesponsible breeding of arimals contribHes o pet
averpopllalion, inhumane treetment aof animala, mass euthanasio at losal shelters, and
escalating costs for animal cara end contral,  This peasponsibla breading alzo
ceeriribules io the production of defective animals that present a pubic safaty risk.

k. Thoueh s spes fic breed of dog i inhareetly dangersus o vicous, e
grewing pel everpopudation and lack of reguletion of animal Areeding practices
recessitatas a repeal o the ban of breed-spacitic solutions and a more immediata
llernative o axisting lawe."

A5 & result of those findings. the Legislature permits citiss and coundias o taks
appropriale acicn aimed at eliminating uncondrollec and Iresponsible breeding of
aniraals, & Sy may adopt dog breed-e2ec fic ovdinances mlating o mandalory spay or
malter programs and beeeding requirsmente. i a cily acopts such & pragram, it mus)
maasure the effect of t-ase programs ihmugh statistical informatior on dog kites
includirg sevarity of the bite, reed af dog invelyed. wheths the dog wee aliered, and
whathar the breed of dog waa aubject to the ¢y regulalion.

EXPERIENCE IN GTHER CITIES

The Sity and County of Sar Francleco and the Cliy of Lancasler by agkapted
breesd specific mandadony spay end neuter progremia.  Both cites regulate pit hulls, and
Lancagtar also requiates Rallweilors, The ordinances refar o thoes breeda es
“rasticted.”

In general, both crdinences require owners to spay or neuter restricied dogs with
the Tlcwing excgsplions: (1} dogs unde- certzin age; (2% dogs with e high likelihood of
garkus bodily harm or daath with writtan confirmation by & ieemed veiednarlan; (3
whan cwmer has abtained a licsrss for snalterad dog; (4) whan the dog's breed
determinatkan 18 under app-eal; (3) when the restricled dog has been in the city for lesa
than 20 days; or (62 when the resthclad dog s a sorvics or show dog.

fun wwner of an unalttered restricted dog must oblain a breading license, muet
risalntain the dog in accardance with the e, and must allow the City to inspact the
prermises where the dog) will be kepl,  The dog must e ewduatad to delsemina if it iz
sy itable for unaltercd status. Factors considarad in the evaluation process including
the dedi s inesage, age, temperament, a°d baalth, The erdinances limit te number of
litters par waar, she rinlnuih age o0° @ terale dog for g sl liler, and regulals he sabe
ar fransfer of the unalterad dog or its ppples.

‘iglations of the ordinance can be punished by criminal citat on, administrative
citalian, or civil achon 25 well a8 Lhe curenl remediss [or abalemen; ol dangemus
dogs, In additlon, i an umattered restricted dog b Iepounded, | may be relessed only



aftar it has b=en spayed or neulered,

Tha Citys County of San Francizco reperts that s ordinaras is working wall, The
rurber of pil bulls suthanized eincs the program waa implernentad In 2006 hag heen
reduced 35%: it DUl impoends are cown 25%, end the number of dangerous dog
haaringe heve been siagnificanty reduced.

CONCLUSION

Staff in the Palice Cepartroent and City Allomey's OHice seek to reduca
uncontrclled ar iregponzible breeding practices in Hallister through the adopion of a
breed specific mamzatary neutering ordinance. The Councll 42 asked to divest staff
whiether or nat to draft an ordinencs thet would rmandala soey and wsutar programe far
the breeds [(Chihuahuas and Pit bulls) that hava hed a significant impact on tha cifys
publlc healtt and salely anc the available City staff resaurces.

DEFARTMENT: City .ﬁ.mmc}-ﬁm hanie &ligh 6364306
_ &@4

Palice Dapar i ‘iller B25-4330

This report was reviewsd by the City Manager who concurs with the staffs
recomrendallon : ey
Clint G, Quitter, City Menager LU{




