Draft Ordinance

Chapter 7 – Animals and Fowl of the Santa Barbara County Code currently consists of Articles I – VIII. The recommended ordinance below propose changes to Article III, Section 7-18 only.  

Chapter 7 – Animals and Fowl, Article III, Section 7-18 currently reads as follows:

Article III: Dogs

Sec. 7-18. Licenses and tags--Required.

(a) 
It shall be unlawful to own or have custody of a dog four months of age or older unless a county dog license has been procured.

(b) 
The county shall only issue a dog license after the dog to be licensed has been vaccinated against rabies by a method approved by a licensed veterinarian who shall issue to the owner or person entitled to custody of the dog to be licensed a rabies certificate which shall include information as prescribed by the county veterinarian.

(c) 
Upon payment of the license fee and the presentation of a valid rabies vaccination certificate, the county shall issue a dog license and dog tag to the person paying the license fee. The dog tag shall be securely affixed to the dog and shall remain attached at all times.

(d) 
A county dog license shall be valid from one year from the date of issuance of the dog license, including the date of issuance in the calculation of the one-year period. (Ord. No. 2580, § 4; Ord. No. 3664, § 1)

Existing ordinance language is in black with added ordinance language in blue. Other edits are in green.
	Article III. Licenses and Tags
Sec. 7-18. Licenses and tags—Required.
Unaltered Animal License for Responsible Owners 

(a). Owners of dogs and cats shall act responsibly when considering whether to breed their dog or cat.  

(1)  Spaying or neutering of dogs and cats is recommended.

(2)
Owners of dogs and cats may purchase an unaltered animal license from Animal Services if a California licensed veterinarian states in writing that:

The owner has discussed the objectives and purpose for owning the dog or cat with the veterinarian, and after considering the overall circumstances, including the age and health of the animal, the veterinarian concludes that the owner and dog or cat will best be served by authorizing the owner to purchase an unaltered animal license.

(3)  A current veterinary certification of responsible ownership is required each time an unaltered license is purchased.

(4)  A veterinary certificate is valid for one year.

(b). For every owner in the County who owns a dog or cat over 6 months of age and whose animal does not meet the requirements to purchase an unaltered animal license, the owner shall have the dog or cat spayed or neutered.

(c). These requirements do not apply to owners of dogs and cats temporarily visiting the County for 30 days or less. 

Does Not Qualify for an Unaltered Animal License

The following owners of dogs or cats do not qualify for an unaltered animal license:

(1) Owners of dogs who have received a Dangerous Dog warning letter from Animal Services regarding the dog’s potential designation as a dangerous dog, pursuant to County code Sec. 7 -54;

(2) Owners of dogs or cats impounded and/or cited at large three times within a year;

(3) Owners of dogs or cats with a conviction of CA law for crimes against animals and/or domestic violence.
DOG LICENSES

(a). It shall be unlawful to own or have custody of a dog four months of age or older unless a county dog license has been procured.

(b). The county shall only issue a dog license after the dog to be licensed has been vaccinated against rabies by a method approved by a licensed veterinarian who shall issue to the owner or person entitled to custody of the dog to be licensed a rabies certificate which shall include information as prescribed by the county veterinarian.

(c). Upon payment of the license fee and the presentation of a valid rabies vaccination certificate, the county shall issue a dog license and dog tag to the person paying the license fee. The dog tag shall be securely affixed to the dog and shall remain attached at all times.

(d). A county dog license shall be valid from one year from the date of issuance of the dog license, including the date of issuance in the calculation of the one-year period. (Ord. No. 2580, § 4; Ord. No. 3664, § 1)

CAT LICENSES

(a).  It shall be unlawful to own or have custody of an unaltered cat six months of age or older unless a county cat license has been procured

(b). Upon payment of the license fee and the presentation of a valid veterinary certification of responsible ownership, the county shall issue an unaltered cat license and cat license tag to the person paying the license fee. The cat tag shall be securely affixed to the cat and shall remain attached at all times.

(c). A county unaltered cat license shall be valid for one year.  

(d). It shall be unlawful to own or have custody of an altered cat six months of age or older unless a county cat license has been procured.

(e). Upon payment of the license fee the county shall issue an altered cat license and cat license tag to the person paying the license fee. The cat tag shall be securely affixed to the cat and shall remain attached at all times.

(f). An altered county cat license shall be valid for the life of the cat.    
(g). An altered and micro-chipped county cat license shall be valid for the life of the cat.  For micro-chipped cats, it is recommended, but not required that the cat tag shall be securely affixed to the cat and shall remain attached at all times.

GENERAL

(a). An unaltered animal license constitutes a breeders license.  The unaltered license number will be displayed in any advertisements to sell or give away offspring of the animal. 

(b). For each unaltered license sold, $10 will be deposited into the Animal Services Spay/Neuter Agency Fund to be used for services such as:  educational outreach, spay or neuter subsidies, Spay-a-Thons.

Enforcement Responsibility
The Director of Animal Services shall be responsible for the administration and enforcement of this ordinance.  Any request for review of a denial for an unaltered animal license shall be submitted in writing to the Director of Animal Services to hold a hearing.


Article IX.  Transfer of Dogs and Cats

Section 7-67 Transfer of Dogs and Cats

(a).  Definition-  Transfer shall mean any transaction in which a dog, puppy, cat or kitten is delivered to a new owner, and shall include, but not be limited to, the sale, sale at auction, barter, exchange, gift or adoption of any dog, puppy, cat or kitten

(b).  Health Records-  Any individual who transfers a dog, cat, puppy or kitten to a new owner shall provide the new owner with copies of the animal’s health and vaccination records, including the name of the licensed veterinarian who examined the animal. The individual transferring the animal(s) shall also provide the new owner with a copy of this ordinance if they reside in Santa Barbara County, or the requirements of H&S Code sections 122045-122110 and 122125 – 122315 (Polanco-Lockyer Pet Breeder Warranty Act and the Lockyer-Polanco Farr Pet Protection Act, respectively) if they reside in California.
(c). Any person advertising the availability of a puppy or kitten for transfer must prominently display the unaltered animal license number of the mother dog or cat in the advertisement.

Any person advertising the availability of an unaltered dog or cat for transfer must prominently display the unaltered dog or cat license number in the advertisement.

 (d). No dog, puppy, cat or kitten shall be transferred as a prize. 



Task Force Recommendations to Reduce Pet Overpopulation

In addition to working on elements of an ordinance for the County, the Task Force compiled a list of recommendations for the Board of Supervisors.  The Task Force prioritized methods to reduce the number of unwanted animals and considered the following for each alternative method: 

· Feasibility

· Economic impact to the County

· Effectiveness in reducing unwanted animals (scale of 1 – 4, 4 being most effective)

· Example of how this idea might be implemented

Methods that were identified as likely to be most effective in reducing the number of unwanted animals were:

· Support individuals and groups that help animal adoptions and educate the community 

· Provide weekend spay/neuter clinics 
· Offer rewards for owners who bring in their own animals for s/n (e.g. gift bags) 

· Develop regulations for pet stores to encourage spaying/neutering 
1. Support individuals and groups that help animal adoptions and educate the community.  

Non-profit organizations and individuals facilitate animal adoptions, help find permanent homes and reduce the number of unwanted animals in our community.  Santa Barbara County is fortunate to have a number of these groups, (DAWG, ASAP, K9 PALS, BUNS, CAPA, Santa Barbara County Animal Care Foundation, Catalyst for Cats, ResQCats, three humane societies and numerous breed rescue groups and individuals).  The Task Force recommends supporting the existing non-profit organizations to increase the adoptions of animals in need of homes.  This is maximizing the use of community based organizations as an alternative to County services.  Support may be financial or in-kind assistance.

2. Provide weekend spay/neuter clinics.  
Spaying and neutering is an effective method of decreasing the number of unwanted animals.  By offering weekend clinics, responsible pet owners may avail themselves of the opportunity to complete the surgeries.  To promote weekend spay/neuter clinics, the Task Force recommends use of the County Santa Maria Animal Center clinic facility, which is not currently used on weekends.  Veterinarians, staff and supplies would be required in addition to the facility.  This option is dependent upon funding providers or offering incentives to providers.

3. Offer incentives for owners who bring in their own animals for spaying and neutering.  
Offering incentives to owners of animals can promote spaying and neutering. This strategy would require resources for coordination from the community or the County.

4. Develop regulations for pet stores to encourage spaying/neutering.  
Regulations or an ordinance could be written that any dog or cat over a specific age sold in a pet store must be spayed or neutered.  An incentive could be provided to pet stores that spay or neuter their animals before selling them.  A discounted price could be offered to buyers who spay or neuter their animals within a specific time frame of purchasing the animals from the pet store.  Incentives or compensation would need to be provided to the pet stores.  For example, a business license fee could be reduced.

Additional Recommendations of the Task Force were:

Educating Pet Owners on Regulations

Many pet owners are currently unaware of the Animal Services Regulations in Chapter 7 of County Code.  Task Force members recommend that the County develop an easy to read brochure that provides basic information on regulations with references to the full chapter on the Animal Services website.  These brochures could be provided at the time of animal purchase or adoption.  General recommendations and education related to animal care could be included in the brochure and are desirable.     

Differential Fees

Imposing different fees on altered versus unaltered animals can serve as an incentive to support spaying and neutering of animals.  Three such options are recommended by the Task Force:

· Increase the penalty fee when redeeming non-spayed/neutered animals from shelters and waive the fees if an animal is spayed/neutered

· Increase the cost differential for dog licenses for animals spayed/neutered versus unaltered dogs

· Add a $10 surcharge to the unaltered license fee with the additional income going to support a low cost spay/neuter program

Supporting the Responsible Owner Pilot Program

Animal Services and the Director Jan Glick, propose a three year pilot program incorporating components of the Calgary, Canada model to promote responsible pet ownership by increasing:

· Outreach and education on responsible pet ownership and licensing

· The number of licensed pets within our County

· The numbers of pets that are returned to owner

· Fiscal viability of the Animal Services program

The key pilot program elements are:

· Obtain high dog license compliance 

· Establish a system where penalties go back to Animal Services (versus the General Fund)

· Increase staffing to support the three year pilot program

· Education and outreach component development

· Voluntary cat licensing compliance 

