What:  San José City Council Meeting – animal ordinance revisions

Where:  San José City Hall, 200 East Santa Clara Street

When:  May 1, 2007 – 7pm

The San José Animal Care and Services Division would like to thank you for your participation in the public meetings about the recommended changes to the municipal Codes related to animals.  The final recommendations are scheduled to be heard by the Mayor and Council on May 1, 2007, at 7pm.  Any person at this meeting will be allowed two (2) minutes of public comments to the Mayor and Council. 

These changes/clarifications can be viewed at

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/Agenda/041007/ED041007_05.2.pdf
The following summary represents the significant changes.

Technical, Non-substantive and Conforming Changes:  

The proposed ordinance would reorganize Title 7 and make various technical, non-substantive and conforming changes.  Some of these amendments include replacing outdated references to positions such as the “County Animal Control” or the “Director of Neighborhood Preservation” that are no longer responsible for animal care and services and reflect a more logical grouping of topics without affecting the meaning, purpose, or intent of the sections contained within.  These technical changes constitute the majority of the proposed changes.

Location of Sales of Animals:  The proposal would exempt any registered rescue group from the location restrictions.  This includes requirements that the rescue group notify Animal Care and Services at least a week in advance regarding the proposed location of the adoption event (other than a pet store), the adoption location would be subject to approval, and the rescue group would be required to display their rescue ID for the public at the event.  There are no new fees associated with this change, and the exemption is an option that a rescue group may choose, it is not a requirement.  The sale of animals at flea markets would remain prohibited.

Mandatory spay/neuter law:  The proposal for mandatory spay/neuter laws has been dropped.  The fees and requirements for breeding dogs and cats, and unaltered dog and cat license fees will remain the same as they are now.  There is one significant change however, under the proposed law anyone who breeds a specific dog or cat in the City of San José more than once in the animal’s lifetime would be considered a breeder of that animal and subject to the existing laws that require a permit.

Small Animals:  The current limits would be modified to:  20 ft minimum distance between the area that the animals are housed and the next closest house (not including the owner’s house), current law is 15 ft.  Between 20-40 ft can house up to 6 small animals.  From 40-50 ft, 10 small animals, and over 50ft can keep up to 20 small animals.  Small animals include rabbits, chickens, geese, ducks, etc.  Small animals do not include dogs and cats or larger livestock such as goats, sheep ,pigs, horse, cattle, etc.  Small animals kept indoors have a limit of six per household without a permit.

Minimum standards:  Existing laws do not address basic requirements for animals related to food, water, shelter and veterinary care.  This section will add these standards.

Rabies Vaccinations:  

Title VII currently contains a requirement that all San José veterinarians must submit rabies vaccination information to Animal Care and Services, the animal licensing authority.  The owner of the animal can also provide proof of rabies vaccination.  The proposed amendments would clarify that the veterinarians’ obligation is mandatory upon request and is not relieved by the possibility that the owner is similarly required to provide proof.  The counties of San Mateo, Alameda, and Santa Clara have similar requirements.

Owner or Guardian:

The term “guardian” has been added throughout the Title.  A “guardian” will be equally responsible for the safety and care of the animal and the public.  Guardians are independently defined and include any person who has control of, or responsibility for, an animal, but are not the principal owner of the animal.  This improves the ability of ACS division to identify a responsible party when the owner is not present.

Trapping: 

The proposed ordinance would require persons who use live animal traps to: remove, release, or transfer the animal in a timely manner, provide food, water and care to prevent suffering, prevent the trapped animal’s exposure to the elements, and euthanize or dispose in accordance with applicable law.  Persons who are conducting trap, neuter, return (TNR) programs are exempted from this requirement as long as reasonable care is provided to protect and provide for the animal.

Thank you again for your attention and participation.

Sincerely,

Jon Cicirelli

City of San Jose

Deputy Director

Animal Care and Services

